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View from the Playboy mansion
putting itonthe line, thensadlythe
end is about a culture of finding
someone to blame when things go
wrong.

More than 3 million women have
had plastic surgery for larger
breasts. The boom in the implant
business coincided with the change
in the practice of law. Usingtech
niques traditionally practiced by
research and development depart
ments of corporations, plaintiffs'
lawyers have made acottage indus
try oftargeting implants andother
medical devices —as well as tobac
co, guns and fast-food outlets.

What makes implants so contro
versial is the assertion by tort
lawyers that they cause disease,
something that has never been sup
ported byscience. Then there's the
feminist issue that something is
wrongwith the idea ofwomenwant
ing larger breasts tobe more attrac
tive to men. "It's like any other form
ofcosmeticsurgery,"says Mr.Hefn
er. "Ifit improves a woman'sappeai"-
ance, or if she feels it does, why
not?"

But feminists such as Gloria
Steinem (whoin a previous life was
a Playboy bunny) will saythat's just

In the midst of planning his mil
lenniumpartiesat whatisprob
ably the second-most-famous
mansion in the world, Playboy

magazine founder andeditor Hugh
Hefner has weighed-in ononeofthe
great scientific andlegal controver
sies of the last century—one that is
a windowinto undei*standing Amer
ica's obsession with sex and money.

"All of tliis misinformation sur
rounding breast implants isbizarre,"
Mr. Hefner says in an interview in
his magazine's first issue of 2000.
"There is no scientific evidence that
breast implantsai'en'tsafe. Allthose
class action suits against tlie manu
facturers were a real miscarriage of
justice."

Of course, Mr. Hefner has a vest
ed interest here. But certainly no
more than the one he had when
President Clinton, proprietor of tlie
Playboy Mansion East, was still
denying his affair with Monica
Lewinsky and Mr. Hefner pro
claimed, "Wehave a playboyin the
WhiteHouse whohas lit a thousand
points of lust."

Love him or hate him, Mr. Hefn
er has always had a track record for
being on the cutting edge, and for

being a voice of the red-blooded
American male; a reputation tliat
continues into tlie new century, even
though he'll be74. Esquire recently
wrote: "Look at him now. Hermeti
cally unsealed, emerged from tlie
gates, charting a new real world."
And, about his empire, the Toronto
Sun recentlysaid, "Playboy is back
as Bachelor No. 1. Architect of the
'60s Sexual Revolution, Flings Open
Mansion Doors to Nineties Hedo
nists."

So whether it's having the audac
ity to printa photo ofa nude Mari
lyn Monroe ashis first centerfold in
1953, beingoneoftliefirsttoXry Via
gra, or now sensing that the law
seems to have become something
other than the noble pursuit of jus
tice, Mr. Hefner may have some
thing.

He started Playboy with a per
sonal investment of $600 and is, as
his competitors admit, "the most
famous magazineeditor in the his
tory of the world." But in many
ways, he's alsoa throwbackto the
great American tradition of risk-
taking. If the first half of the cen
tury was about success stories of
people taking everything and

Mr.Hefner mouthing the party line,
representing theculture hehelped
create.

The truth is, women's health
experts admit to the psychological
benefits of implants. And there's
recent evidence to suggest that
implants may in fact help deter
breast cancer.

One could make a case that 1999
was the Year of the Implant. The
yearincluded rampant speculation
that teen rocker Britney Spears
hadimplants, the news that former
Playboy Playmate Pamela Ander
son Lee had hers removed (not
because of illness, but because she
wanted to go naturap, Dow Corn
ing announcing it will begin play
ing claims inimplant lawsuits, and
the prestigious NationalAcademy
of Sciences' Institute of Medicine
reporting that there's no link
between implants and connective
tissue disease.

Mr. Hefner, who confesses to
plastic surgery on his neck, says
implants are common among
Playmates today. Almost as com
mon as spurious lawsuits arising
from the scare tactics of the trial
lawyers.
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